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Resolution #04
Be it resolved by the Undergraduate Representative Body of George Mason University—

Whereas, in March 2023, Virginia HB 1606 was signed into law, requiring that the International
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance Working Definition of Antisemitism be used as non-legally
binding guidance for fighting antisemitism within the Commonwealth', and;

Whereas, in October 2023, Governor Youngkin signed an Executive Directive establishing
coordination between the Virginia Secretary of Education and university presidents on
preventing religious and ethnic violence, including against Muslim and Jewish students, and
ensuring school districts are informed of IHRA s status in Virginia as a tool for combatting
antisemitism, and:

Whereas, in August 2024, University Policy Number 1201 was substantively revised, without
input from faculty or students, to include the IHRA Definition®, and;



Whereas, on February 27, 2025, The Board of Visitors adopted a resolution which, among other
things, forbids the University from endorsing events or organizations which conflict with the
IHRA Definition and promises to prosecute instances of antisemitism under the [HRA Definition
to the fullest extent of the law*, and:

mwm,ﬁuspwehismsmywaﬁeem;m&gUuiwdSm’wcmhas
consistently and historically held that speech cannot be regulated on the basis of viewpoint, and:

Whereas, &wmdeﬁnmonofmﬁsemmmdemphsdomtbythemsﬁvespmwde

clear guidance on distinguishing antise ate political speech and action
concerning Zionism, Israel, and Palestine, aﬁd

Whereas, the IHRA Definition is considered inadequate as a guideline for fighting antisemitism
and particularly as a campus hate-speech code”, and:

Whereas, the adaptation of the IHRA Definition by governments and universities coincides with
and is rooted in the suppression of student pro-Palestine activism®, and;

Whereas, blocking George Mason University from being associated with any institution deemed
non-IHRA compliant constitutes an attack on academic freedom and limits educational
opportunities for students, and:

Whereas, promises to fully prosecute students under a problematic and contested definition of
antisemitism in an environment where student activists and professors in support of Palestine
have been threatened with deportation and detained by Immigration Customs Enforcement,
regardless of their legal status’- ®, only serves to suppress free speech and make students less safe,
and;

Whereas, as of October 29, 2023, Students for Justice in Palestine and Palestine Legal are
threatening legal action against George Mason University for its implementation of the [HRA
Definition after SJP’s Instagram relaunch had to be taken down under threat of sanction from
University Administration for not being [HRA compliant, which they argue is in violation of the
First Amendment and federal civil rights law®, and;

Whereas, alternative definitions of antisemitism such as the Jerusalem Declaration on
Antisemitism'? and the Nexus Document'! exist, and the harm done by [HRA could be addressed
by supplementing the IHRA Definition with these alternative definitions in University Policy:

Therefor, be it resolved, the undergraduate Representative Body condemns antisemitism in all
forms, and;



Therefore, be it further resolved, Undergraduate Re  Body recognizes the [HRA

Definition of antisemitism as a weapon against student and faculty activism that is inadequate for
combatting antisemitism, and:

Therefore, be it further resolved Undergraduate Representative Body condemns the rash
implementation of the IHRA Definition at George Mason University by University
Administration and the Board of Visitors, and:

Therefore, be it further resolved, Undergradua ¢ Representative Body will pressure University
Administration to supplement the IHRA Definition with the Jerusalem Declaration on
Antisemitism, the Nexus Document and other relevant guidelines in official University policy,
and;

Therefore, be it further resolved, the Undergraduate Representative Body will advocate through
Mason Lobbies for the replacement of the IHRA Definition with a set of alternative definitions,
including the Jerusalem Declaration on Antisemitism, the Nexus Document and other relevant
guidelines in Commonwealth policy.
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